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TH E E’C H O From you Sounded out the word of the Lord ...
In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad ... IThes. 1:8
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 Can you spare 


a cup of Hot Coffee?

When our Lord was on earth, He said:                                    


He that receiveth you receiveth Me, 

and he that receiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me.    
     
      Matt. 10:40

He also said, referring to the time when He would set up His kingdom on earth after His judgment of living nations: 


I was an hungered, and ye gave Me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave Me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took Me not in: naked, and ye clothed Me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited Me not. Then shall they also answer Him, saying, Lord, when saw we Thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto Thee? Then shall He answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to Me.
Matt. 25:31-45

Even a cup of cold water served to a little child will be carefully noted and not go unrewarded.


And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 


Matt. 10:42


Coffee Ministry

If this promise of a reward takes note of the “ministry of a cup of cold water”, what greater appreciation will there be when a cup of hot coffee or tea with milk is offered to warm the body of a homeless, hungry, thirsty, naked, sick child, even though the child may be a stranger to us ?

And how much will that cost? In Malaysia, that cup of coffee will be RM1.00 (about the equivalent of US0.36). But why mention RM1.00? Because that is all that is needed for four people to come together every year to provide a poor child from the slums with at least a good meal a day, a home or shelter for the period, a uniform and a pair of shoes for school, a good education, some basic necessities of living, a little friendship, love and a feeling that there is someone out there who cares. Above all, for him or her to really know that this offer of love comes from Someone above Who has touched the heart/s of someone below to care enough for the poor child to sacrifice his/her cuppa for the day.

This RM1.00 a day is calculated at the cost of a sponsorship programme offered by the Christian Missions Charitable Trust (or by the more familiar moniker of CMCT) of Chennai, India. 

Yes, if four mission-minded believers are prepared to come together and spare the poor slum child a cup of hot coffee a day for one whole year, they will make life so much easier for the child to have the basic amenities for living and a good education – not necessarily to make a “slumdog” into a millionaire, but that he/she might be a useful citizen on earth.  Hopefully later he/she will grow up to return such favours bestowed on him/her to others, especially so, when as a disciple of Jesus Christ he/she can minister to them. Such a person was Dr. Shirley of CMCT who grew up from the slums!

At RM1.00 a day, it will amount to RM365.00 a year. Multiply this by four people’s contributions and it will come up to RM1460.00. This will be sufficient to sponsor a child for one year in the CMCT Sponsorship programme.
This challenge is presented based on an email received by The ECHOS from Dr. Colleen Redit of CMCT. See Profile 10 for her mail.

But at this time of global economic downturn, when almost every one is affected by it in one way or the other, it also embraces all called of the Lord to serve Him in His vineyard. Their provisions come mainly through His people who have a heart for Him and for those the Lord’s workers minister to. We need therefore to help out in the Lord’s work where we can and not allow this global recession to affect His faithful servants. 

Goat Ministry

At Grace International Missions (GIM) of Indonesia, they also have a sponsorship programme in place to support the local evangelists and believers who are poor. They too need that cup of hot coffee to warm up their bodies and prepare them for work for the day. In their case, it may be a cup of goat’s milk instead.

In GIM, their sponsorship programme comes through various avenues. They have:

· The Goat's program where a one-time gift, about USD90 per goat, is given to a family to support them. The family can rear the goat and derive income from what they can get out of the goat.

· An evangelist family support programme. For this, they need USD100 per month to sponsor a 
church-planter’s family (depending on the location and family size). 
· A Church-building Fund to receive one-time off donations towards the construction of church buildings. The GIM vision is to plant 50 assemblies by the year 2020. They need all the support they can be given as they seek to fulfil the Lord’s commission in this vision to extend and establish His kingdom. While they GO out, we who stay behind can GIVE our support 
as the Lord enables us so that we can all be co-workers with God and with them in His vast vineyard before our Master comes. “For we are God's servants, working together” (I Cor. 3:9) 
· An administrative fund designated as a general fund which GIM uses for its monthly running 
operations, which include supplementing the gifts for their evangelists, special Gospel 
campaigns, youth camps, etc. See Profile 9 for an updated GIM report.

Gifts Ministry

Gospel Outreach Worldwide (GOWW), being a facilitator body has no sponsorship programme per se and they do not solicit funds. However, Kajang Life Chapel (KLC) being the Project Assembly for all the GOWW projects is responsible for the support of many missionaries GOWW facilitates to send out into the field. Both look only to the Lord and His people for all their supplies.

“Sending assemblies” are required to support their own missionaries, but often many of them being small assemblies can only meet a small portion of their workers’ needs. Thus, KLC has to help out in these areas. They therefore receive gifts from the Lord’s people to channel them out to the workers of the Lord. Theirs is a Channelling Ministry, compared to The ECHOS which has a Challenging Ministry, i.e. to challenge the Lord’s people as to their mission responsibilities when and where required, as now!


Matchbox Ministry

Closely associated with The ECHOS is the New Hope Christian Ministry. According to Roger Dahlberg, NHCM is engaged in “matchbox farming” and they send out “matchbox missionaries” to light fires for their Lord across Asia.  However, these matches need money to purchase them. Your contribution to buy a match can light up a spark which can then fuel a forest fire.  Please read Profile 6 for Roger’s interesting details of this ministry.
So can you spare a cuppa, a goat, a gift or a match for the Lord’s work this year of recession?
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